ASDO NEPA DOCUMENT ROUTING SHEET

NEPA Document Number: DOI-BLM-AZ-A010-2011-0021-CX

Project Title: Gubler Well Drilling Permit AZA-35719

Project Lead: Laurie Ford

Date that any scoping meeting was conducted: N/A

Date that concurrent. etectronic distribution ¢view was initiated: August 15. 2011

Deadline for receipt of responses: Tuesday

ID TeanVRequired Reviewers will be determined at scoping meeting or as a default the following:

Gloria Benson, Tribal Liaison

Diana Hawks. Recreation/Wilderness/VRM
Laurie Ford. Lands/Realty/Minerals

JefT Young. Wildlife/T&L Animals

John Herron. Cultural Resources

Jacquilyn Roaque. Special Status Plants
Ray Klein. GCPNM Supervisory Runger
Whit Bunting. Range/Vegetation/Weeds/S&G
Richard Spotts. Environmental Coordinator
John Sims. Supervisory Law Enforeenient
Lorraine Christian, ASFO Field Manage

Required Recipients of clectronic distribution H-nwtils unly (not reniinders):
Andi Rogers (I-mail address. arogers@azgld.gov

Sarah Reif (E-mail address: sreif @azgld.gov)
cAnn Skizynski (5-mail address: Iskrzynski@kaibabpaiute-nsn.gov)



subler Well Drilling Permit

NEPA Document Number: DOI-BLM-AZ-A010-2011-0021-CX
Cutegorical Exclusion Documentation

A. Backaround

BILM Office: Arizona Sirip Field Office Case File No.: AZA-35719

Proposed Action Title/Fype: Gubler Well Drilling Permit

Location of Proposed Action: ‘The proposed action is located within the following described area and as
shown on the attached map (Attachment 1)

Gila and Solt River Meridian, Arizona
T.38N.R.5W.,
see. 12, SWI/ASE/4SW 14
containing 1.434 acres. more or less

Description of Proposed Action: A land use application has been submitied by u grazing permittee to drill
a well in the Wild Band Valley area as described above. An area approximately 250 feet square has been
identified within which approximately one 1o three sites would he deilled. If water is found in the first
drill site. no additional drilling would take place. Sites would be accessed by a drill rig and support
vehicles driving on existing dirt roads and then cross country a short distance (100-200 feet) to the drill
site. Il water is found, it may be pumped and hauled 1o troughs inother pastures untit pipelines could he
constructed.  Additional National Environiental Policy Act environmental docutentation would he
required (o evaluate impacts of any future proposed development and/or pipeline construction. If no
water is found. drill holes would be plugged and closed in accordunce with Stale of Arizona. Departiient
of Water Resources requirenients.

Permit would he subject to all provisions of 43 CIR 2920 including the terms and conditions identified in
43 CFR 2920.7 and special conditions listed in Atiachment 20 and rental payments as provided by 43 CIFR
2920.8. Permit would be issued for a term of three years,

B. Land Use Plan Conformance

Land Use Plan (1.UP) Name: Arizona Strip Field Office Resource Management Plan

Date Approved: January 29. 2008

The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically provided for in
the following LUP decision:

MA-LR-06 — Individual land use anhaorizations (ROWy, permits, leases, easemenis) will be
evaluaied on a case-by-case basis in accordunce with other RMJ* provisions and NEPA
compliance. New land use anthorizations will be discouraged within avoidance areas (i.c.,
ACECS, lands supporting listed species, NHT, riparian areas, and areas managed 10 mainiain
wilderness characieristics) and allowed in such areas only when o reasonable alternative exists
and impacis 1o these sensitive resources can be mitigated. New ROWs will e routed away from



high-densiry listed species populations and coltural sites, and along the edges of avoidance
areas. In addition, mitigation measures may include undergronund placement of linear ROWs
along existing roads in the House Rock Valley area and special protection measures for
archacologicual resources (See Special Stanes Species and Cultural decisions).

‘The proposed action is not within an avoidance area as described above. In addition. the proposed action
doces not contlict with other decisions in the 1.UP,

C: Compliance with NEPA:

The proposed action is categorically excluded from lurther documentation under the Nativnal
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 119, 1i(19). which provides for the
issuance of short-term (3 years or less) rights-of-way or land use authorizations for such uses as storage
sites. apiary sites. and construction sites where the proposal includes rehabilitation o restore the land to
its natuval or original condition.

This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary
circunmistances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment. The proposed
action has been reviewed. and none of the extraordinary circunstances described in 516 DM 2 apply
(Attachment 3).

I considered the short duration and low/mininmum impacting nature of the proposal along with the
additional special conditions identified in Atachment 2 whiclt would not cause appreciable damage or
disturbance to the public lands. their resources, or improvements in accordance with 43 CIFR 2920.2-2.
D: Signature

Authorizing Officizl: ___Aoweene M Chrudbay Date: ‘7/ [l// 204
ILorraine M. Christian. Iield Manager

Contact Person

For additional information concerning this CX review, contact Laurie Ford, Team Lead. Lands and
Gieological Sciences, BLM. Arizona Strip Field Office. 345 Fast Riverside Drive. St. George. Utah
84790: phone (435) 688-3271.



Attachment 1

Location Map
Gubler Well Drilling Permit AZA-35719
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Attachment 2
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Special Conditions
Gubler Well Drilling Permit AZA-35719

Construction/maintenance sites would be maintained in a sanitary condition at all times: waste
materials at those sites would be disposed of promptly at an appropriate waste disposal site, ~“Waste™
means all discarded mauer including. but not limited 10. human waste. trash. garbage. refuse. oil
drums. petroleum products. ashes, and equipment. “Waste™ also includes the creation of micro-trash
such as bottle caps. pull tabs. broken glass. cigarette butts. small plastic, food materials. bullets. bullet
casings, ete. No micro-trash would be left at construction/maintenance sites and trash receptacles
used at construction/maintenance sites would be wildlife proof.

At no time would vehicle or equipment fluids (including motor oil and lubricants) be dumped on
public lands. All accidental spills would be reported to the authorized officer and be cleaned up
immediately. using best available practices und requirements of the law. and disposed of in an
authorized disposal site. All spills of federally or state listed hazardous materials which exceed the
reportable quantities would be promptly reported to the appropriate state agency and the authorized
officer.

Any surface or sub-surface archacological. historical. or palcontological remains not covered in the
Cultural Resource Project Record discovered during use. new construction. or additions would be lelt
intact: all work in the area would stop immediately and the authorized oflicer (435-688-3323) would
be notified inunediately. Recommencement of work would be allowed upon clearance by the
authorized officer in consultation with the archacologist.

If in connection with use any human remains, funerary objects. sacred objects. or objects of cultural
patrimony as defined in the Native American Graves Prolection and Repatriation Act (. L. 101-601:
104 Stat. 3048: 25 U.S.C. 3001) are discovered. the holder would stop use in the immediate arca of
the discovery, protect the remains and objects, and immediately notity the authorized officer. The
holder would continue 1o protect the immediate arca of the discovery until notified by the authorized
officer that use may resume.

There is potemtial for the spread of noxious and invasive weeds from equipment contaminated with
weed seed and/or hiomass. To reduce this potential, the authorized officer would require the
[ollowing measures be taken: @) The holder would thoroughly power wash and remove all vegetative
material and soil before transporting equipment 10 the work site to help minimize the threat of
spreading noxious and invasive weeds. This includes trucks. trailers, and all other machinery. b) The
holder would be responsible for the eradication of noxious weeds within the permit area throughout
the term of the permiit. ¢) The holder would be responsible for consuhation with the authorized
officer and local authorities for implementing acceptable weed treatment methods. Any use of
chemical treatments would be made using only chemicals approved in the Final Vegeration
Treatments Using Herbicides on Burean of Land Management Landy in 17 Western States
Programmnaric Envirowmnental Impact Statement (June 2007h). by a state certified applicator who
would ubide by all safety and application guidelines as listed on the product label and Material Safety
Data Sheet. d) Any reclamation efforts requiring sceding would be done with certified, weed-free
seed. using u seed mix approved by the authorized officer.



10.

Use of herbicides would comply with the applicable Federal and state laws. Herbicides would be
used only in accordance with their registered uses and within limitations imposed by the Secretary of
the Interior. Prior to the use of herbicides, the holder would obtain from the authorized officer written
approval of a plan showing the type and quantity of material to be used, weed(s) to be controlled.
method of application. location of storage and mixing areas. method of cleansing and disposing of
containers, and any other information deemed necessary by the authorized officer. Emergency use of
herbicides would be approved in writing by the authorized officer prior to such use.

Where California condors visit a worksite while activities are underway, the on-site supervisor would
notify the BLM wildlife team lead at (435) 688-3373. Project workers and supervisors would be
instructed to avoid interaction with condors. Project activities would be modified, relocated, or
delayed if those activities have adverse effects on condors. Operations would cease until the bird
leaves on its own or until techniques are employed by permitted personnel that result in the individual
condor leaving the area. Information regarding active condor nests can be obtained by the BLM’s
wildlife team lead (435) 688-3373.

Reclamation of all surface disturbances would be initiated immediately upon completion of activities,
unless otherwise approved by the authorized officer. Reclamation of disturbed areas would, to the
extent practicable, include removal of facilities or surface material, contouri ng disturbances to blend
with the surrounding terrain, replacement of topsoil, and smoothing and blending the original surface
colors to minimize impacts to visual resources. Drill holes would be plugged and closed in
accordance with State of Arizona, Department of Water Resources requirements. Vehicle {racks
would be obliterated by hand raking in the cross country portion of the access route.

All holes drilled on BLM lands would be plugged, sealed or capped as required by the Arizona
Department of Water Resources. Drill holes are properly abandoned when 1) all aquifers are
adequately cemented or otherwise isolated to prevent the migration of liquids or gases, 2) the surface
hole is properly plugged to prevent injury to the public. livestock, and wildlife. and 3) the surface is
properly cleaned up and reclaimed.

Drill fluids consisting of water and non-toxic foam or bentonite clays would be removed from the site
or evaporated and buried on site. Excess drill cuttings would be removed from the site or scattered
and raked to blend into the soils until they are unnoticeable.



Attachment 3

Extraordinary Circumstances Review and Checklist
Gubler Well Drilling Permit AZA-35719

IMPORTANT: Appropriate stafl should review the circumstances listed below, and conunent for
concurrence. Rationale supporting the concurrence should be included where appropriate.

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES RX}:?QNO:ILF STAFE
Does the proposed uction. .. . .~
(It Appropriate)

1. Have significant impacts on public health and safety? No 1.lord
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique
geographic characieristics as historic or culiural resources: park.
recreation or refuge lands: wilderness or wilderness study areas: wild DHawks
or scenic rivers: national natural landimarks: sole or principal drinking . T

. L . . N No ITHerron
waler agaifers: prime Farmlbands: wetlands (Ixecutive Order 11990); 1Y ouns
floodplains (Executive Order T1988): national monuments: migratory ’ =
birds (Executive Order 13186): and other ecologically significant or
critical ureas?
3. Have highly controversial environmental ¢ffects or involve
unresofved conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources No L.Ford
[NEPA Section 102(2)(19))?
4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental No 1 Ford
elfects or involve unigue or unknown environmental visks' ’
5. Establish a precedent for future action. or represent a decision in
principle about future actions, with polentially signilicant No Ll‘ord
environmental eftects?
6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually No | Ford
insignificant. but cumulatively significant. environniental effects? '
7. Have significant iipacts on properties listed. or eligible for listing,
on the National Register of Historie Places as determined by either the No JHerron
Burcau or office?
8. Have significant impacts on species listed. or proposed o be listed. 1Young
on the List of Endangered or Threatened Species. or have significant No iR o=
. . s . . JRoague
impacts on designated Critical Habiiat for (hese species?
9. Violaie a Federal law. or a State. local. or iribal law or requirement No IYoung
imposed for the pratection of the environment” CiBenson
10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on tow inconie NO LFord
or minority populations (Executive Qrder 12898)] ]
I, Liniit aceess o and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on
Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners. or significantly NO Cilterson
adversely affect the physical integrity ol such sacred sites (Executive '
Order 13007)?
12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence. or spread of
noxious weeds or non-native invasive specics known to oceur in the
area. or actions that may promote the introduction. growth. or No Whuning

expansion of the range of suchspecies (Federal Noxious Weed
Control Act and Exccutive Order 13112)?




Decision Memorandum

Gubler Weli Drilling Permit AZA-35719
DOI-BLM-AZ-A010-2011-0021-CX
ULS. Departiuent of the Interior
Burcau of Fund Management
Arizona Strip Field Office

Approval and Decision

Based on areview of the project described in the atached Categorical Exclusion documentation and field
office staff reconmendations. I have determined that the project is in conformance with the Arizona Strip
Field Office Resource Management Plan (approved Yanuary 29. 2008) and is categorically excluded from
further environmental anal ysis. It is my decision 10 approve the action as proposed with the special
conditions identified in Attachment 2 of the CX.

Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities

This decision may be appealed o the Interior Board of Land Appeals. Office of the Secretary, in
dccordance wilh the regulations contained in 43 CER. Part 4 and the attached Form 1842-1, I an appeal
is 1aken. your notice of appeal must he filed in the Arizona Strip Field Office. 345 Last Riverside Drive,
St. George. Utah 84790 within 30 days from reeeipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of
showing that the decision appealed from s in error.

In accordance with 43 CER 2920.2-2(h). this decision remains in effecl pending appeal unless a stay is
granted. If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulations at 43 CFR 2920.2-2 for 4 stay of the
cltectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board. (he pelition
lora stay vunst accmmpany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required 1o show sufficien
Justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal und petition for a stay
must also be submitted to cach party nanied in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals
and to the Departmient of the terior, Office of the Field Solicior, Sandra Day O"Connor U.S, Court
Housc #404. 401 West Washington Street SPC44. Phoenix. AY 85003-21 S1(sec 43 CIR 4.413) at the
same time the original documents are filed in this office. If yourequest a stay. you have the burden of
proof 1o demonstrate that a stay should he granited.

Standards for Obiainine a Stay

Exceptas otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulations, a petition for o siay of a decision
pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards;

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied.

(2) The likelihood of the appettant’s suceess on the nerits,

(3) The likelihood of immediate and irveparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

%Mhﬂ,{,‘/)u %/ CMM J‘}j’. ',.:'_—,. 4,,, )

Lorraine M. Christian. Ficld Manager Date

Attachment: Form 1842-1



Form 1842-1
(Seprember 2006)

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ,)

INFORMATION ON TAKING APPEALS TO THE INTERIOR BOARD OF LAND APPEALS

DO NOT APPEAL UNLESS
1. This decision s adverse to you,
AND
2. You believe i is incorrect

IF YOU APPEAL, THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES MUST BE FOLLOWED

A person who wishes to appeal to the Intertor Board of Land Appeals must Tile i the olfice of the officer who
made the decision (not the Interior Board of Land Appeals) a notice that he wishes lo appeal. A person served

L. NOTICE OF with the decision being appealed must transnul the Novice of Appeal in time for it to be filed in the office where

APPEAL.... . it is required lo be fited wilhin 30 days after the dale of service. Il a decision is published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER. a person not served with the decision must trapsmit a Notice of Appeal in time for t to be filed
within 30 days afler the datwe of publication (43 CFR 4.411 and 4.413)

2. WHERE TO FILE Field Manager. Arizona Strip Field Oftice

NOTICEOF APPLAL .. ...

WITH COPY TO
SOLICITOR..

Bureau of 1 and Management
345 Faust Rnverside Diive
St. George. Utah 84790

Office of (he Field Solicitor

Sundra Day O'Connor UiS Courthouse. Suite 404
401 West Waslington Street, SPC-44

Phoenix. Arizona 85003-2151

LSTATEMENT OF REASONS

WITH COPY T0

SOLICITOR e

Within 30 days after filing the Notice of Appeul. file a complete slatement of the reasons why you are appealing.
This must be filed wilh the United States Department of the Imerior, Office of Heanngs and Appesls, Interior
Board of Land Appeals, 801 N. Quincy Streel, MS 300-QC. Arlington. Virginia 22203, If you fully staied
your reasons for appealing when filing the Notice of Appeal, no additional statement is necessary

(43 CFR 4 412 and 4.413)

OfTice of the Field Solicitor

Sandra Dy €'Comnar US Courthouse. Suite F04
401 West Washington Street. SPC-44

Phaenix. Arizony R5003-2151

4L ADVERSE PARTIES...........

Within 15 days after each document is filed. each adverse party named in the decision and the Regional
Solicitor or Field Solicilor having jurisdiclion over the State in which the appeal arose must be served witha
capy of: {a) the Notice of Appeal. (b) the Statement of Reasons. and (¢) any other documents filed

(43 CFR 4.413).

5. PROOF OF SERVICHE. ..............

Within 15 days after any document isserved on an adverse party, file proof of that service wilh the United States
Department of the Interior., Office of Hearings and Appeals. Interior Boanl of Land Appeals. 801 N. Quincy
Street. M8 300-QC. Adington, Virginia 22203, This may consist of a centified or registered mail "Retum Receipt
Card" signed by the adverse party (43 CFR 4.401(c)).

6. REQUEST FOR STAY

lixcept where program-specific regulations place this decision in full foree and efivet or provide for an
automatic stay. the decision becomes effective upon the expiration of the time allowed for filing an appeal
unless a petition for a stay is timely filed togelher with a Norice of Appeal (43 CIR 4.21). If yon wish to [ile
a petition for a stay of the effectiveness of this decision during the ume that your appeal is being reviewed by
the Interior Board ol Land Appeals. (he petition for a stay must accompany your Norice of Appeal (43 CFR 4.21
or 43 CFR 2801.10 or 43 CFR 2881.10). A petition Tor a stay is required (o show sufticient justification
hased on the standards listed below. Copics of the Nozice of Appeal and Petition Tor o Stay mwust also be submilled
In cach party named in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and 1o the appropriate Office of the
Solicitor (43 CFR 4.413) al the same lime the original documents are filed with this office  If you request a
skiy. you have the burden of proof to demonsirate that a stay should be granted.

Standards Tor Obtaining 8 Stay. Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulations, a
pelition for a stay of a decision pending appeal shall show sulficient justification based on the following
standards: (1) the relative harm o the parties if the slay is granled or denied, (2) the likelihood of the appellant's
success on the merils, (3) the likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if The slay is not granled, and (4)
whether the public interest favars granting the slay.

Unless these procedures are followed. your appeal witl be subject to distmissal (43 CFR 4.402). Be certain that all communications are (st
identified by serial number of the case being appealed.

NOTE: A document is not filed until it is acinally received in the proper office (43 CFR 4.401(a)). See 43 CFR Part 4, Subpart B3 for genceral rules
relaling w provedures and practice invalving appeals.

(Continued on page 2)



